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Introduction

House Democrats’ outlook heading into the November midterms has been generally viewed as grim as Republicans must only flip 
seven of the House's 435 seats to regain the majority. Historically speaking, the odds of this occurring are good, given that a sitting 
President’s party nearly always loses House seats during that President’s first midterm election. To make matters worse for the 
Democrats, President Biden’s approval ratings – viewed as a proxy for public opinion on the party at large – are around 42 percent. 
However, the recent passage of the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA), the CHIPS and Science Act, gun control legislation, the PACT Act, and 
the Supreme Court’s decision to overturn Roe v. Wade has given Democrats significant messages to motivate voters. A recent Gallup 
poll showed that the President’s ratings improved by 6 points in August, a good sign for Democrats but nonetheless an uphill battle to 
maintain control of the House remains.

The 2021-2022 redistricting cycle also contributed to shifts in the balance of party power. As of October 2022, according to the Cook 
Political Report, there are 85 races that are rated as competitive. This is particularly true for the six states – New York, Florida, Georgia, 
Illinois, Michigan, and West Virginia – that have experienced member-versus-member primaries this election cycle.

The House also has faced a significant number of retirement announcements: 66 representatives – 39 Democrats and 27 Republicans 
– have announced their plans to retire at the end of this term, seek election to a different office, or have been defeated in their primary 
elections. The retirements of Budget Committee Chair John Yarmuth (D-KY), Ethics Committee Chair Ted Deutch (D-FL), Homeland 
Security Committee Ranking Member John Katko (R-NY), Science, Space, and Technology Committee Chair Eddie Bernice 
Johnson (D-TX), Transportation and Infrastructure Committee Chair Peter DeFazio (D-OR), and Ways and Means Committee Ranking 
Member Kevin Brady (R-TX), and the primary defeats of House Oversight and Reform Chair Carolyn Maloney (D-NY) and House 
Administration Ranking Member Rodney Davis (R-IL) are particularly significant in that they will trigger at least eight open races to 
become a committee chair or ranking member.
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Introduction Continued

The 118th Congress’ committee leadership assignments will also be significantly impacted if the GOP follows through on its reported 

proposal of a committee leadership term limits rule for both parties, pending its reinstatement as the House’s majority party. House 

Republicans are bound by a Republican Conference three-term limit for all committee leaders, while the Democrats have no restriction 

in place. Ten Democrats stand to lose their committee chairmanships if the GOP makes good on its proposal and counts prior service. 

Such a move would reject the parties’ tradition of internally deciding committee membership and leadership assignments. However,

Republicans have countered that Democrats broke with this tradition first when they removed Reps. Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-GA) 

and Paul Gosar (R-AZ) from their committee assignments in the wake of comments they made toward Democrats.

Given this information, this document illustrates how Elevate predicts the House leadership and leadership of all 21 House 

committees stands to change for the 118th Congress.
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House Leadership
House Democrats have been led by the same trio of long-time members – Reps. Nancy Pelosi (D-CA), Steny Hoyer (D-MD), and James 

Clyburn (D-SC) – since 2007. While it is possible that this team will remain in power for another term if the Democrats retain the House 

majority, this scenario will require House Speaker Pelosi – who’s currently in her fourth term as Speaker – to reverse her commitment in 

2018 to limit herself to four terms as Speaker of the House. Speaker Pelosi has thus far been noncommittal in her public statements on 

this, instead stressing the importance of maintaining the Democratic majority in the House. Both Majority Leader Hoyer and Majority 

Whip Clyburn pushed back on the idea of term limits when Speaker Pelosi struck her deal with House Democrats, so there’s a chance 

that they’ll run for an additional term in leadership – possibly with Hoyer gunning for the Speaker position – if Pelosi steps down. If the 

party instead moves forward with an entirely new leadership team, expect to hear talk of House Democratic Caucus Chair Hakeem

Jeffries (D-NY) running for Speaker alongside Reps. Katherine Clark (D-MA) and Pete Aguilar (D-CA) as his top two deputies. There is 

also speculation that Reps. Adam Schiff (D-CA) and Pramila Jayapal (D-WA) will run for leadership positions due to the degree of

influence they have within the party, but it is unclear whether those rumors will materialize.

As for the Republicans, House GOP Leader Kevin McCarthy (R-CA) is the party’s top pick for Speaker of the House should it regain the 

majority in November. While McCarthy, who has long aspired to become Speaker, often finds himself at odds with the party’s right

flank, his strong fundraising abilities and the current favorable political environment lend support to his case. It is also possible that if 

the Republican majority is smaller than expected, there may be a push to make leadership changes. There is potential for former 

President Donald Trump to threaten McCarthy’s campaign, particularly after reports surfaced that McCarthy said that President Trump 

should have resigned after the January 6 Capitol riot. However, McCarthy and Trump appear to still be on good terms, but any 

significant missteps by McCarthy could lend support to long-time Trump ally Jim Jordan’s (R-OH) potential bid for the speakership, 

though we de not expect Rep. Jordan to run for the position. Should McCarthy fail to secure the speaker position, GOP Whip Steve 

Scalise (R-LA) could position himself for the top position in the House. In terms of the party’s second- and third-ranking leaders, GOP 

Whip Steve Scalise (R-LA) will almost undoubtedly ascend to the Majority Leader position, but a race between Drew Ferguson (R-GA), 

Jim Banks (R-IN), and Mike Johnson (R-LA) will likely occur to fill Scalise’s post. Current House Republican Conference Chair Elise 

Stefanik (R-NY) has announced she will run for another term in this position.
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Impact of Term Limits on House Democrats

While there had been rumors of House Republicans 

imposing their term limits rules – no more than three 

terms as a Committee leader – on House Democrats, this 

is not a scenario that we see coming to fruition. 

Regardless, these House Democrats would be forced to 

step down from their Committee leadership posts if a 

term limits rule were to be imposed that counts prior 

service. 
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House Committee on Agriculture

No changes in leadership are expected for the 

Agriculture Committee next year, as it is likely that both 

current Chair David Scott (D-GA) and Ranking Member 

Glenn Thompson (R-PA) will retain their seniority 

positions. Rep. Thompson is currently serving his first 

term as the committee’s ranking member. Rep. Scott is 

also currently finishing his first term in committee 

leadership. 
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House Committee on Appropriations

Chair Rosa DeLauro (D-CT) and Ranking Member Kay 

Granger (R-TX) are expected to continue leading the 

Appropriations Committee next year. Chair DeLauro, 

who led the charge to restore federal earmark funding 

this Congress, is currently serving her first term as 

Appropriations chair. Ranking Member Granger, who is 

recognized as the first Republican woman to sit on – and 

later chair – the Defense Appropriations Subcommittee, 

has served as the committee’s top Republican since 

2019. 
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House Committee on Armed Services

We do not expect there to be changes atop the Armed 

Services Committee, as Chair Adam Smith (D-WA) – the 

committee’s top Democrat since 2011 will continue 

leading the Committee on behalf of the Democrats. On 

the Republican side, Ranking Member Mike Rogers (R-

AL) is poised for a second term as the committee’s 

Republican leader.
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House Committee on the Budget

Budget Committee Chair John Yarmuth’s (D-KY) 
retirement at the end of this term will trigger an open 
race for the committee’s top Democratic position. 
Senior committee members Rep. Brian Higgins (D-NY) 
and Rep. Brendan Boyle (D-PA) are top contenders for 
Rep. Yarmuth’s replacement. Budget Committee 
Ranking Member Jason Smith (R-MO) plans to make a 
move for the Ways and Means Committee due to 
Ranking Member Kevin Brady’s (R-TX) upcoming 
retirement. Rep. Trent Kelly (R-MS), the Budget 
Committee’s second-highest ranking Republican, will 
likely run to fill the committee’s Republican leadership 
post.
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House Committee on Education and Labor

The Education and Labor Committee is expected to be 
of elevated importance next Congress, prompting 
members from both parties to elect strong and 
aggressive committee leaders. Chair Bobby Scott (D-VA), 
currently finishing his fourth term as the committee’s top 
Democrat, is poised to remain as the Democratic leader 
on the committee. The GOP’s term limits rule poses a  
problem for Education and Labor Ranking Member 
Virginia Foxx (R-NC), who is currently nearing the end of 
her third term as the committee’s Republican leader. 
Foxx reportedly plans to request a waiver to the GOP’s 
rules so she can retain her leadership position for an 
additional term. If this effort fails, Rep. Jim Banks (R-IN) –
a viable candidate for the Majority Whip position if the 
Republicans retake the House – is Foxx’s potential 
successor. 
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House Committee on Energy and Commerce

Chair Rank Pallone (D-NJ) and Ranking Member Cathy 

McMorris Rodgers (R-WA) will remain in leadership

positions next term. Rep. McMorris Rodgers has publicly 

stated that she plans to focus heavily on regulating big 

tech – including by increasing accountability and 

reducing social media censorship – if she becomes the 

committee’s next chair.
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House Committee on Ethics

There will be no “races” for the leadership positions on 
the Ethics Committee, as the Speaker of the House and 
the Minority Leader will appoint the committee’s Chair 
and Ranking Member. Regardless, there will certainly be 
a new Democratic leader given the retirement of Chair 
Ted Deutch (D-FL), who has been in this position since 
2017. Though Rep. Susan Wild (D-PA) has already been 
appointed the next chair by Speaker Pelosi, Rep. Wild 
will face a tough reelection this cycle – her race is 
currently considered to lean Republican according to the 
Cook Political Report – which may complicate her 
appointment. As for the Republicans, it is likely that 
either Rep. Michael Guest (R-MS) or Rep. David Joyce (R-
OH) will be appointed to the Republican committee lead 
position.
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House Committee on Financial Services

Rep. Patrick McHenry (R-NC) has indicated that he plans 

to run for a third term as the top Republican on the 

Financial Services Committee. This decision also means 

that Rep. McHenry, who has been considered a top pick 

for the GOP Whip position in the event of a Republican 

majority, will forgo making a leadership run at least until 

2024. On the Democratic side, it is highly likely that Rep. 

Maxine Waters (D-CA) would seek a sixth term as the 

committee’s Democratic leader. 
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House Committee on Foreign Affairs

The Foreign Affairs Committee is expected to retain both 

its Democratic and Republican leaders next term. Chair 

Gregory Meeks (D-NY) will likely seek a second term as 

the committee’s top Democrat. Ranking Member 

Michael McCaul (R-TX), who chaired the Homeland 

Security committee during the 113th, 114th, and 115th 

Congresses, is concluding his second term as a Foreign 

Affairs Committee leader. 
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House Committee on Homeland Security 

Republicans on the Homeland Security Committee are 

guaranteed a new leader next Congress, as current 

Ranking Member John Katko (R-NY) previously 

announced his plans to retire this year. The committee’s 

second-highest ranking Republican, Michael McCaul (R-

TX), cannot be tapped for the position due to his service 

as Homeland Security chair from 2013-2019. This leaves 

Reps. Clay Higgins (R-LA), Michael Guest (R-MS), Dan 

Bishop (R-NC), and potentially Scott Perry (R-PA) as the 

most likely contenders. On the other side of the aisle, 

Chair Bennie Thompson (D-MS) is expected to run for a 

tenth term as the committee’s top Democrat.
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House Committee on House Administration
Rep. Zoe Lofgren (D-CA) could presumably seek a 

second term as the House Administration Committee’s 

Democratic leader. However, the retirement of long-time 

Science, Space, and Technology Committee Chair Eddie 

Bernice Johnson (D-TX) may prompt Lofgren, the 

committee’s second-highest ranking Democrat, to make 

a leadership bid there instead. Such a move would cause 

a great amount of uncertainty on the Democratic side, as 

the likely replacements – Reps. Jamie Raskin (D-MD) and 

Pete Aguilar (D-CA) – are pursuing the Democratic 

committee lead on the House Oversight Committee and 

a position within House leadership, respectively. 

Furthermore, Rep. Mary Gay Scanlon (D-PA) – the 

number five Democrat on the committee – has privately 

indicated that she will not be running for the Democratic 

leadership role. This leaves Rep. Teresa Leger Fernandez 

(D-NM) as a potential successor for the leadership post. 

There will certainly be a new Republican leader on the 

committee following Ranking Member Rodney Davis’s 

(R-IL) loss to Mary Miller (R-IL) in the member-on-

member primary for Illinois's 15th Congressional District. 

This likely paves the way for Rep. Bryan Steil (R-WI) to 

assume Republican leadership.
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House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence

Ranking Member Michael Turner (R-OH) will likely be 
selected for a second term as the Intelligence 
Committee’s top Republican. Chair Adam Schiff (D-CA), 
who has been the committee’s Democratic leader since 
2015, is expected to be chosen by House leadership as 
well barring the passage of a GOP term limits rule or if 
he moves into a leadership role. 
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House Committee on the Judiciary

The Judiciary Committee’s leadership assignments hang 

in the balance as several of the committee’s highest-

ranking members eye other key leadership positions. 

Ranking Member Jim Jordan (R-OH) is expected to run 

for another term as a Judiciary Committee leader except 

in the unlikely event that he bests Kevin McCarthy in the 

Speaker of the House election, a race that Jordan has 

maintained that he is uninterested in. Meanwhile, Rep. 

Jerry Nadler (D-NY) will run for a fourth term as the 

committee’s top Democrat. 
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House Committee on Natural Resources

Ranking Member Bruce Westerman (R-AR) is poised for 

a second run as the Natural Resources Committee’s top 

Republican, and Chair Raúl Grijalva (D-AZ) is likely to 

follow suit as the Committee’s top Democrat. 
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House Committee on Oversight and Reform

The Oversight and Reform Committee will wield more 

influence in the case of a Republican-controlled House 

next Congress, as the GOP aims to conduct more 

investigations into the Biden administration’s policies. It 

would therefore behoove both the Democratic and 

Republican parties to elect aggressive leaders to this 

committee. Ranking Member James Comer (R-KY) will 

likely remain the committee’s top Republican, but 

questions surround the Democratic position following 

Chair Carolyn Maloney’s (D-NY) primary defeat. Reps. 

Stephen Lynch (D-MA), Gerald Connolly (D-VA), and 

Jamie Raskin (D-MD) have all three announced that they 

will run to lead the committee.
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House Committee on Rules

No leadership changes are expected for the Rules 

Committee next year. Both Chair Jim McGovern (D-MA) 

and Ranking Member Tom Cole (R-OK) are expected to 

be appointed by House leadership to serve as the 

committee’s Democratic and Republican leaders, 

respectively. 
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House Committee on Science, Space, and Technology

The Science, Space, and Technology Committee is 

among the committees that will feel the effects of the 

upcoming House retirements most severely. Seven of its 

members are either seeking other offices or retiring this 

year, including long-time Chair Eddie Bernice Johnson 

(D-TX). Johnson’s retirement will likely trigger a race 

between senior-ranking members Zoe Lofgren (D-CA) 

and Suzanne Bonamici (D-OR) for the top Democratic 

position on the Committee. Ranking Member Frank 

Lucas (R-OK) is expected to seek a third term as the 

committee’s highest-ranking Republican. 
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House Committee on Small Business

Ranking Member Blaine Luetkemeyer (R-MO) is 

expected to run for a second term as the Small Business 

Committee’s top Republican. His Democratic 

counterpart, Chair Nydia Velázquez (D-NY) – who has 

been the committee’s top Democrat since 1998 – is 

expected to run for another term. 
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House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure

11 Transportation and Infrastructure Committee 

members are either retiring or seeking other offices at 

the end of this term, including Chair Peter DeFazio (D-

OR). His retirement will force the committee to elect its 

first new Democratic leader since 2015. Reps. Eleanor 

Holmes Norton (D-DC) and Rick Larsen (D-WA) are 

among the most likely candidates for DeFazio’s 

successor. Ranking Member Sam Graves (R-MO) is 

expected to remain as the committee’s Republican 

leader.
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House Committee on Veterans Affairs

The Veterans’ Affairs Committee likely will not 

experience a changing of the guard next year, as both 

Chair Mark Takano (D-CA) and Ranking Member Mike 

Bost (R-IL) are expected to retain their current positions. 

Takano is currently concluding his second term as a 

committee leader, and Bost is nearing the end of his first.
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House Committee on Ways and Means

Rep. Kevin Brady (R-TX), Ranking Member of the Ways 

and Means Committee, is one of the House Republicans 

that plans to retire at the end of this term. Three of the 

committee’s most senior Republicans – Reps. Vern 

Buchanan (R-FL), Adrian Smith (R-NE), and Jason Smith 

(R-MO) – have all announced that they plan to run for the 

position. Reps. Buchanan and Adrian Smith – ranking 

member on the Ways and Means Trade Subcommittee –

have an edge over Rep. Jason Smith, who’s currently the 

Budget Committee’s ranking member, in terms of 

seniority. As for the Democrats, Chair Richard Neal (D-

MA) will likely run for a fourth term in leadership barring 

the passage of a GOP term limits proposal.
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